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| Tear and” profeſſed e Miniſters 'L'F 
Of this age and 4 3- 


; GENERATION || 
"A pettect proceeding againſt them, 


F And hereby hey are righteoully examined, & juſt} . | | 1 \& 
weighed. and truly meaſured , and condemned out of thei [\p 
, own mouths, and judged by their own profeſſed Rule, viz. the "} 
Scriptures, and thercby are proved to diſagree, and be contrary Nv | 
: toall the Miniſters of Chriſt in former ages;and to agree and Ci 
\ / concur With all the falſe Prophets and deceivers 1n their 
; call, i their maintenance, avd in their dofriness 'Y | | 
{ and converſation', and prafice. : | 
" And being brought co the Bar of Juſtice, theſe things are truly 
charged againſt them, and legally proved upon them, and their own X 
© - profeſſed Rule (the Scripture) have judged them guilry, 


Whereunto is added, A ſhort deſcription of the true Mi- 
ſtry of Chriſt ; and of his lawful and juſt maintenance,according 
ro the Apoſtles examples, and now again juſtified by the 

people of God, 0, called Naakers, in England, 


By a friend to England's | Chaney wealth, for whoſe ſake thi his is 
written and ſent abroad. . B. | 
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HE time of tryal is come , wherein the Lord is trying the 
hearts of all men ; and now it is manifeſt whar lodgerh in the 
hearrs of all man kinde, and by the fruir every tree ſhall 
be judged. The Lord hath beheld the wickedneſs of this 
generation, and it is very great, and comes not ſhort, but 
rather abounds all other generations that have gone before : 
Wickedneſle is grown high among Teachets and people , and the meaſure 
of iniquity is fulfilling daily. Come, ler us reafon together, What thick 
you 2 was there ever {uch a generation of Teachers as this is Have they a- 
ny example that ever went hefore for ticir wickedneſs ? to whom may 
they be compared * or with whom ſhall we parallel them ? And becauſe 
they ſay the Scripture is their Rule, therefore will we try them by ir, and 
their own mouths ſhall condemn them z and ſuch they ſhall be concluded 
tobe, whoſe example they do follow, be ic Miniſters of Chriſt, orbe it de- 
ceivers; unto the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt chey are compared, bur 
are found quire contrary in many things, and their prattiſe ficly ſures and 
agrees with all the falſe Prophets & deccivers : and thus I ſhall-prove them 
-according to Scripture , wherein theſe men that are Teachers do diſagree 
ro the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chrift which he ſent forth in former gene- 
rations; and wherein they do agree with the deceivers, and Anticluiſts 
and falſe Prophets, that have run, and nor been fenc. 


1. And firſt of all, rhe Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt were made Mini- A, 1.8 4. 
ſters of Chriſt by the gift of the Hely Ghoſt , and by power from on high onely 3 31s 
and what they miniſtred unto others, they h#4 freely received from Chriſt, Mat. 10.8, 
and had handled, fe't, and tafted of the word of life : Bur the Teachers of this 1 Joh.1. 1. 


generation doth nor agreeWirthchem in chis,for they are made Miniſters by 
natural learning and education , and the knowledge of Arts, and by the 
ordination. of men , and by powers of this world; and nor by the gift of 
rhe Holy Ghoſt Jand they ſpake that which they have heard our of Looks, 
and ſtudyed, foÞ by Arts , and whic't they have received from man, and 
not chat which they have received only from the Lord, 


2. The Miniſters of Chriſt they were approved of Ged, and calle 1 by bis (51. Gal. r..1 


Tit into the work of the Miniſtery , and were nor of man, n2i ther by mans, But 
many of theſe are approved I x and nor of God, and called by wan, 
2 
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and maintained by man in their Miniſtry 3 and herein they do differ an 
diſagree; for (as Iſaid ) the Miniſters of Chriſt were made Miniſters by 
the Holy Ghoſt, and not by natural learning, bur theſe are made Miniſters 
by nacucal learning, or otherwiſe, and nor by the gift of rhe Holy Ghoſt. 

3. Again, herein do they do diſagree, The Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt went 
Aﬀs 16.4, up and down through the World, declaring the word of the Loyd freely at any time, 
7, Tl, 12 jn the Market-places, and in the Synag"gues, and in the Streets, and went from 
Ads 17. Countrey to Countrey , and were (rangers upon” earth, not having any Certain 
Ps dwelling place, or anv great Parſonages Bur theſe (crtle themſelves in a cer- 
| > 3FCor.4«1T tn place, for ſy much money by rhe year , and ſpend their time in eaſe 
and pleaſure, and Juſt of the tic ſh, ſclling to the pe3FTe for money whar 
they preach , and herein they diſagree z the Miniſters of Chriſt preached 
freely as rhey had received freely 3 bur rhe Miniſters of this age ſells for mo- 
ney what they preach to the people : and thus they differ in their call to 
the Miniſtry,andin their praiſe in the Miniſtry,and in their maintenance 

alſo, as is made manifeſt ro many. 
+. Apgain,the Miniſters of Chriſt preached to bring people into fellowſhip 
with God by preaching of the Goſpel , through converting ſinners unto the 
knowledge of the truth, and by no other Way did they wake Chriſtians, nor 


xt Joh. 1.3. 


But the Teachers of this age doth make Chriſlians,by fpriakling them while 
they are Infants, before they preach the Goſpel to them, or before they 
repent of their ſins z and they bring them into fellowſhip,by traditions and 
a vain ſhew of baptiſm, and not by the ſpirit of God 3 and herein alſo 
they 9iſagree, the one counted none Chriſtians but ſuch as were conver- 
red by the ſpirit of God, and knew.the operation of Gods ſpirit ; and the 
k other countsall Chriſtians that are ſprinkled when they are Infants,while 
x they are withour the operation of the ſpirit cf God, and converts them 
| not unto God by their preachirg.but tells chem they are Chriſtians before 
they preach to them. ; ww 
John 1.9+ «5. &prin, they differ in Dodrine z for the Miniſters of Chriſt preached 
AﬀRs 26. Chriſt the icht of the World, and ſaid, he lighted every man that cometh into the 
18, World : But the Teachers of this age contend againit that, and faith every 
man is not enlighrned by him, but ſome have no light from Chriſe : and 
| the Miniſters of Chriſt they turned people to the light, from the darkneſſe, an4 
"PURCs 13- from Satans power to the Power of Grd, Bur the Teachers of this 2ge doth 
%s, not turn people to the lighr of Chiiſt withig, but to the Sainrs word: wich- 
out, or to ſome other thing, and are divided among chemſelves, and fo 
im effe& cryes, Lo here, and lo there is Chriſc in this form, or that form ; 
bur the Miniſcers of Chriſt ſaid, be was within peop/e, or elſe they were Repy 6+ 
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bates. 
Rev. "5. 6. Again, the Miniſters cf Chriſt ſaid » Chrift was the word, and the 
I3- . - Scriptures was a Decleration of what they felieved. Burt the T. achers of this 


"ke 1, 1. 28< faith, the Letter and the Scripture is the Word , and faith 7t 5; the 
ES T trument whereby God ſaves ſouls, & ſaith it #s both the writings and the thirgs 
*  feenified;and ſaith it is the foundation of foundations, but thus the Miniſters of 

, Chriſr 
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counted any ſo bur ſvch as had repented and were changed by the ſpirit. 
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(3) | 
Chriſt never ſpoke'of the Letter : and chus herein they differ ard diſagree, 
the one preacheth Chrift ts be the Word, the other preacheth the Lecrer 
and the Scriprure tobe the Word t The Miniſters ot Chriſt aid,Chriſt was Eph, 2.20» 
the Foundaticn ; butyhelſe tay che S:riprure is che foundation, and herein 
= are contrary, and ſheweth by cheir Dottrine another ſpirit then was 
in the Apoſtles. | 
* 9. Again, the Miniſters of Chriſt ſaid, they ſpoke wiſdome among them that x Cor. 2.6, 
were perfect, and ſaid, As many of 145 as are perfett be thus minded , and Phil. Zo 
(aid; that the end of their Miniſtery was to preſent every man rerfett in Chriſt. Col. 1. 28 
Bar the Teachers of this age denies perfection, and ſay, None muſt be per- 
k&& in this lifez and if any preach up perfe&ion thar it is to be attained, 
they fay it is Error, and daninable Doctrine : Nay, they lay none ſhall ever 
be free from fin, or ever Þave vitory over their fin, nor overcome the bo- * 
dy of fin while he be upon Earth : Bur the Miniſters of Chriſt witneſſed 
v they were more than Conquerors, and that they had pur off the body of 
death, aud were free from ſin, and were the Servants of Righteouſneſſe : And Rom, 8. 
herein alſ> they difter, and are not of one ſpirit 3 and we know that the 37- 
Miniſters of Chriſt were guided by th= fpirit of God,] which held forth Rom. E. 
theſe Dofrinesz and we know the Teachers of this ag, that cheir ſpirit *2+ 
- muſt needs be of the devil , becauſe it holds forth and praftiſeth what the 
- Miniſters of Chriſt did nor, but che contrary. 

8. Again, the Miniſters of Chriſt were perſecuted and ſuffered crae! and 1 Thefl.. 5s 
grievous things for righreouſneſſe ſake , as you may read in the As, and did 15» 
not render evil for evil to ary man, for they ſuffered patiently. Bur the Teach- 
es of this age are not perſecured, but are Perſecutors, and cauſeth men 
to be pur into priſon, and ro be baniſhed our of Towns; and ſues people 
at the Law, and ſeeks occaſions againſt the people of God; and herein they 
diſagree, and are nor of the ſame ſpirit as they were which were Miniſters 
of Chriſt, but ſhewerh a ſpiric conrracy. 2 Theſl. 

9. Again, rhe Miniſters and Apcſtles of Chriſt were not chargeab/e to any, g 3 
but made the Gofpel without charge, and free, and lahoured with their own hands, , yo I 
and did nor live idely , bur were often in cold , hunger , and nakedneſs, and ,; 22 Y 
perils, and trya's : bur the Teachers of this age hve in pride , and cove» © 
touſncſle, and fulnefs, and dor't nor work with their own hands, bur makes 
the Goſpel of Chriſt chargeable, for many hundred thouſand pounds in a 
year doth but maintain them , which they have out of poor mens lahocs; 

' and 6 theſe .differ and diſagree from che Miniſters of Chritt, and ſhews 
they are no* of that ſpirit that they were guided by, but are guided by a 
contrary ſpirit, becauſe they are contrary in their call, and in their do- 
Qrine, and praiſe, and mainrenance- 

10, Again, the Miniſters of Chriſt preached by the ſ>ir it,according as the Aﬀts 2+ 4. 
ſpirit gave them utterance, an4 ſometime continued preaching till midnight : Bur Acts 20+7» 
the Teachers of this age are limited by a xlafle, and preacheth by a glaſs, 
and when th» hour is our, their time of preaching is end21; and that 
which they have ſtadyed for before-hand, that chey preach, and nor that- 
which they haye received immediately from the ſpiric of God : And here- 
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- = they diſagree, and in-mayy rhings more', which afrer may be des - 
Clarea. AX: al 
| 1 Cor. if. Apain', the Miniſtersof Chriſt ſaid , Ye may all propheſie one by one, th 
1 14. 31, that all might be edified; and as everyone had received the gift of Chriſt , ſ ce 
1 Pet. 4. they might minifter to others, and dej7:d that all +h8-Lords people were Pro- to 
10, | phets, and Sons and Daughters did propheſie ; Bur the teaChers of this age will vel 
Ads 21, 9.not ſuffer all ro prophefic one by one , neither will allow any to preach as ed 
| they have received from Chriſt, wirchour ſuch qualifications, and learned the 
| Arts, and ordinations of men; and they will nor allow a woman to pro- 

| phefie or ſpeak among them , and all might ſpeak the word of the Lord faith- me 
| ler.2 3.28 fully that bad it , and all might miniſter as they had received it, this was order an 
| in the Apoſtles daics among them; bur this is now counted confuſion th 
| by the Teachers of this age 3 and if any ſpeak to them, or any among ſpi 
| them, many ſuch are made co ſuffer cruelty, or impriſonment, or ſuch like, of 
by thcir means; and herein they diſagree, 2nd ſhew that they are guided bh 
$ | by another ſpirit than the Minifters of Chriſt were guided by,and ſo are nor ho 
| his Miniſters, bur Deccivers. : | an, 
i” 2 Joh.1.1. 12, Apguin, the Miniſters of Carift declared whar they had heard, and "Hr 

2 Cor. 1 o Jn» 4nd felt, and taſted of the word of life 5, and none of them did boaſt in ano- C 
pP * ©" ther mans line, but what. they all had received ofthe Lord, that they de- 4 

+ Car 4.2 clared, and not their owa inventions, and commended themſelves to every [ 
%*. te" mans Conſeience in the fight of God, and they did not provide themſelves 


Studies full of Books to gather our of in a weeks time what to preach on oy 


the firſt dayes, as the Teachers of this aged o, who by vain ſtudy,and hu- (pi 

mine learning , frames up, and a»tes ic in a Book, an hour, of two hours * 

diſcourſe ro the people : And herein they diſagree, and ſhews that chey F A 

. are guided by a ſpirit contrary to the Miniſters of Chriſt. we 

Mar. 4. 13, Aprin, the Apoſtles and Minifters of Chriſt were called from = 
20,20,21, their Herds, and from Nets; from their receit of Cuſtom, and from their "o 
Mart. o. 9. Callings; and by recgiving the Holy Ghoſt were made Miniſters of Chriſt , and kn 
2 Cor. 13, did not ſeek pecples mony to themſelves, but ſought the people to God, and _ 
14. went through cruel ſufferings and perſecutions many times, that they might bold al 
forth the way of life and truth to all people ; Bur rhe Teachers of this age, rhey = 

are crained up from their child-hood in Arts and Sciences, rifing by de- = 

grees from one vanity to another, till at laſt they arrive to the fun&ion of AT 

a' Miniſter of Chrift, as rhey- call it, and few or none of them hath been Cle 

called from their ordinary calling to preach the Goſpel, fox ſuch a one is ſel! 

hardly allowed of co-preach among peoplezand they ſeck peoples mony co of 
themſelves, and not the people ro God : And herein they diſagree , and = 


np ſhews another ſpirit then was in the Apoſtles, 
1 Fom. 8. 14. Again, the Miniſters of Chrift were led and guided by the ſpirit of An 


% hy 5 x4. Chriſt, aad did not fulfill their own wills, nor the wills of me; and His 
=! Joh, 2. they brought people to-rbe feeling of the ſpirit of Chriſt in them, to teach Pee 
37» them, and afrer rhey had begorren people ro God , they ſaid (hey needed no Mii 


= 


- man49 teach them, but as the anornt ing within them tanght them . But the teacht» 
- ers/of this age follows thor own ſpirits), and are ſubject ro rhe wills of 
| MEN; 


ot 
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men; if men admirs them-to reach , they doy,, bur if men deny them, 
they do nor preach ; bur the Apoſtles did nor thus, for when men Aﬀts 4. 17» 
bid them to teach, - they did n:t ceaſe to preach, bat went on bold y, declaring 19,19, 
the Name of the Lord : And theſe teachers doth not bring, peop!e tro know 
the ſpirit of Chriſt ia them, neither can any through cheir preaching re- 
ceive the anointiog to dwell .in them, that ſo they do not need any man 
to reach them 3 bur people are ever learning as long as they live, and ne- 
verable to come to the knowledge of the truth, and people are nor profit- 
ed at ail; and in this thing they diſagree, and ſhews another ſpirit then 
the Apoſiles were guided by, evea the ſpirit of Antichtiſt. 

15. Again, the Miniſters of Chriſt were low, poor, meek , ſcter, humb'e Heb, 12; 
men, ſuch as did not exaltthemſelves, nor maintain themſelves in pride 37, 35. 
and fulneſs , by recciving of poor peoples labours . Ent the Teachers of 
this age are proud , and heady , high-minded, ſeif-willed, and exalted 
ſpicits, living in idleneſs, pride, and fulneſs, and receives of the labc urs 
of poor people 3 and herein rhey diſagree ; for the Apoſtles were often 
incold, and bunger, and greit (ufferi-gs and perplexities z but theſe are as fed 
horſes , the proudeſt of all pecple , avd the moſt covetous of any men , 
and all men muſt bow to them, and call them Maſters, which is quite con- 
rrary to Chiifts command. And thus they ſhew another ſpirit then whar 
the Miaiſters of Chriſt were guided by; avd if another ſpiric, ir nwſt* 
needs be the ſpirit of the devil ; fcr either che ſpirit of Chriſt leads men,or 
the ſpirir of the devil. 

And now fecing that the Teachers of this age brings forth fruirs contra-+ 
ry to the Miniſters of Chriſt, it ſhews that they are nct guided by rhe 
ſpirit of Chriſt, becauſe in their calling, in rheir Miniſtery, in cheir reainre- 
nance, in their life and conyerlation , and in their doctrine they are nar 
the ame , bur quire cuntrary to the Apoſtles and Miniſters of Chriſt; 
what can we conclude of them © we have concluded already rhat ſuch are 
deccivers, whoſe works are of another nature, and who are guided by ano» 
ther ſpiric than the Miniſters of Chriſt were, for Chriſt ſaith , Every tree js 
known by its fruits; And this is ſufficient what | have ſaid , and ifneed 
require, ir may further be made to appear in the Hght of the whole werld, 
and ſufficient!y proved, that they differ in all rhele things menrioned, and 
in many mcrs , and are not one with the Apoſties, neither in call , nor 
praice, nr maintenance , nor in dotrine, nor in c avcration, nor in 
any other thing , bur doth diſagree , and is quite contrary 419 4+ ir is con- 
cluded thele are nor the Miniſters of C'nift , though rhcy protels chem- 
ſelves to be ſo, becauſe they bring forth fruirs quire contrary to rhe ſpirit 
of Jeſus, which the fpirir of Jcſus did and doth reprove © and ſceing 
they are not gaided. by the fpiric of JESUS, becauſe their fruirs 
are contrary to it, then mnſt they needs be guided by the fpirit of 
Antichriſt , and (6 are the Miniſters of Antichriſt, and doch his works by 
his ſpirit 3 and further, 1 ſhall ſhew wherein they do agree with the falſe 
Prophets and falſ- Apoſtles, and wherein they are like nato them in their 
Miniſtry and prattiſe, and doctrine, 'and coverſation; and if the maiks of 
deceivers fall upon them in the fight of all people , why ſhould they i 


- xoſucceed the falſe Prophets in the ſame works, and ſheweth they are gui 


( 6 | 

not bear it ? And if the ſame works be proved tobe aRed by them, which 
the falſe Prophets and deceivers a&ed, then why ſhould it be thoughr x 
thing incredible among men that thefe are deceivers? 

1. Firſt, rhe falſe Prophets1un and were not'ſent 3 and they did not profir 
the people at all , for they ſtood not in the counſel of God , and + they turnea nt 
any from their iniquity , but rather ſtrengthened the hands of the evil-doey , ſo 
that none could turn from their wickedneſs; and they ſpoke a viſton of their 
own heart , and not from the mouth of the Lord ; and they ſaid ſtill tothe wick» 
ed, The Lord bath ſaid, ye (hall bave peace ; and to every one that walked afe 
ter the imaginations of therr own heart, they cryed, No evil ſhall come upon him, 
and the Prieſts and the Prophets were prophane, as you may read Fer. 23, And 
this is a fir parallel for the Teachers of rhis generation, rhey can ſhew ng 
call from God , nor by his ſpirit, neither is people profited by them, as 
experience deth ſhew and teach through rhis Nation;& they do cry peace 
ro the wicked, and count all Chriſtians and Followers of Chriſt char are 
but ſprinkled when they are Infants, though rhey live ia wickedneſs 3 and 
from them, as from the Prophers of Iſcael, is prophancſs gone forch into 
many Nations, and a wicked example of evil theſe give to all Nations, 
neither do theſe ſpeak from the mouth of the Lord , bur a viſion of their 
own heart , and what old Authors ſay, and at rhe beſt bur what the Saints 
ofghe Lord faid before them, and this is no more, as done by them , then 
ſtedling the Prophets words, or the word from their neighbour; Again, 
you may read how rhe falſe Prophets uſed their tongues, and ſaid, the Lord 
ſaith it , when God had never froken to them , but onely what they had ſtole 
from others , who were the Prophets of the Lord; and this is a fic example 
ro the Teachers of this age, and a true parallel between them; for theſe 
dare not own that ever they heard the voyce of the Lord immediately,nor 
that they ſpoke from the mouth of the Lord immediately, bur uſeth their 
rongues, and faith che Lord ſaid fo by ſuch a Propher, when as themſelves 
have not received the word from the Lord, and the Lord was againſt ſuch 
who propheſicd lies, as did the falſe Prophets of Iſrael, as the Teachers of 
this age do, as it is manifeſt, and the Lord is againft them 3 and herein do 
they agree,and concur with the falſe Prophets in their call, and are in con» 
cord with the deceivers of old. 

2. Again, the falſe Prophers, and blind watchmen of Ifrael,they were 
ignorant, and they were greedy dum deggs that never could have enough , and 
they look to their own way , and every one ſought for his gain from their quarters, 
and they were drinkers of wine, and ſtrong drink, and boaſted that to morrow 
ſhould be as this day, Iſay 56. And this is a fir parallel] with the Teachers of 
this age, for they are blind warchmen,and doch nor diſcover to people the 
wickedneſs of their waies, and no leſs can be ſaid of them, than that they 
are greedy dumb dogs, for they all look to their own way, and every one 
ot them hath a quarter ( a Town or a Pariſh } from which they ſeek their 
gain, and ſome of them are lovers of wine, and ſtrong drink, as daily cx- 
periences witneſs 3 and herein the Teachers of this generation are proved 
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(7) 
Med by the ſame fpirie, Hecauſe they fo firty agree and <oncur in cheie 
works, and this is plaitttoall men that are but cealonable, much more to 
meu char arc ſpiriraal. 
"3 Again the deceivers (uch as were falſe mm, Preached for bire,an4 


Divined for money and yer leaned upan the Lord, and ſaid,is not the Lord among 


ug? and he teachers of this age they have hire for preaching, and great M: 


ſymes of money, and thy lay tnecy lean upon the Lord 3 of eneſe rings 

there needs no proof, they are {o plain, in every Towne, and Couarrie 

where the Prieſts preacheth for hire, and che Proaphers divine for money 3 

and hereiu they facie agree, and concur with the deceivers of old, and 

foll>wes them as an example, ſhewing. that they walke by the very fame 
iſit. 

ip 4 Again the falſe ſhepherds of Iſrael were like foxes in the deſerts, for they 


allowed their own ſpirits, and had ſeen nothing but lying Pjvinations, ſaying Ezek. 13; 


the Lord Jaid, when the Lord had not ſent them 5, and they ſeduced the people, 
ſaying peace, when therewas no peace to them from God, and one builded a wall, 
and another daubed it with untempred morter,and with hes, the heart of the righ- 
nevus they made ſad, whom the LORD had nor made ſad, and jtrenthened 
the hands of the wicked that he ſhould not returne from his wicked way, by promi- 
ſtag him life ; And this isa fir paralel rothe Teachers of this age, for they 
follow rheir own ſpirirs, becauſe chey doe things contrary to the ſpirit of 
Jeſus 3; and they have ſeen nothing bur lying vanities, and divinations, 
whereby they do ſeduce the people, by telling them they are Chriſtians, 
and thar they are baptiſed into the faich of Chriſt, and that they have the 
Seale of the remiſſion of fins, by being ſprinkled with water when they 
were infants; anditheſe arc lying divinations by which they ſeduce peo+ 
ple, and faith they ſhall have peace while they ſtill continue in fin ; and 
thus they build a wall, and daubes ic with vatempered morter, and makes 
a Chriſtian of their own, and feeds him with falſe hopes, and with ſuch 
lies a3 theſe, and many other which they declare for doftrine ; the hearr 
of che righreous is made fad at this day, and the hands of the wicked are 
Ntrengrhned,that he cannot turne from his wicked way, for life is promi-« 
ſed ro him, though he be wicked, & ungodly, living in all uorighteouſneſle, 
For they tell him chat Chriſt is his righreouſneſle eo juſtifie him,& then he 
thinks he needs not rarne from his ſin, and fo their hands are ſtrengrhned 
that they cannor turn from their fins 3 and herein the teachers of rhis 42e, 
and che falſe Prophers do fully agree, and are fo like the one to the other, 
as children of oue father, and their works are ſo like 45 craftſ-men of one 
ſciencez and thus they are one in union, and followes the ſame ſpirir, 
s Again the ſh-pherds of Fſrae!, idle paſtors, and deceivers the: 
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eat the fat, and they cloathe themſelues with the wool, and " killed them a Ezek. 244 


were fed, but they fee d not the flock, the diſeaſed they did not 


healed they the fick,, neither bound they up the broken, neither brought they a* 
gain that which was driven away, neither did they ſeek, again that which was loſt, 
but with force, and cruelty, they raled the flock, and was ſcattered, an become 

P the field, and = ſheep wandred through out all the 


MOuRs 


meate to all the beaſts 0 


rengthen, neither Chap» 


"' 

Aojatins, an4 the flock was ſcattered, and une of the fhepbeards did ſearch 
or jeek after them , and they eat and drank up the good of th: Paſture © and 
trod down the reid.ce with their feet 3 and they thruſt with fide and with ſhoulder, 
and they puſhed 41 the diſeaſed with their horn, till they [cattered them ab10a4 z 
Now this is a fic comoariſon with che prattice.of che reachers of this age ; 
for they eat the fat, and lives in pleaſures, and fulneſs moſt of anie, and 
they cloach with the wool , for they claim the tenth part ofeverie mans 
wool ; 2nd if any be fed by the true ſhepheard, they ſeck ro kill chem, 
and to d<vour their lifes by caufing theni to be impriſoned: and cruelty 
done unto themz and they feed nor the flock, neither do they ſtrengthen 
the diſeaſed , nor healeth the ſick , ncirher bind they up the broken; for 
if any bz wounded and cryes out becauſe of the burden of finne, and be 
fick , and bfbken , and tremble: at the word of the Lord; ſuch they cry 
our is deccived and mocketh at chem 3 and, the Image of God which hath 
been driven away and loſt , they have not ſought in people, but wich cru- 
elty have they tuled among ptople, by running to Magiſtrates, aud cau- 
fing ſuch ro be pur into priſon that would not help to maintain them, and 
thus with crueltie do they rule among people, as it is witneſled by manie 
teſtimonies in England; and the people are ſcarrered, and wandered into 
many fe&s,- and falſe judgements, aud falſe opinions, and they are nor 
ſought afcer by the Teachers of this age to regia them to the truth by 
ſound doftriae , bu* rnge 4 can qgs them z and the ſhepherds feed them- 
ſclves, and feeds not the flock, and even eats up the good paſture, and 
treads down the refidue 3 and drinks of the deep waters, and fouls the 
refidue with their feet , ſo that none that follows them can drink of the 
pure waters, nor cat of the bread of life; and they chruſt with fide, and 
with ſhoulder, and puſh all the diſcaſed which are weunded, becauſe cf 
ricir ſin;who js ready to die for want of the Bread of life, which denies,and 
are weary,of their abominations z theſe they puſh at wich their horns, and 
cauſcth to be perſecuted 3 and rhus they ficly agree with the falſe ſhep- 
herds of Iſrael, and are no whit wanting in any thing wherein they were 
puiltic , but rather aboundingz which ſheweth that they follow the ſame 
ſpirit , and are of the ſame ſtock, and ſeed, and the Lord is againſt theſe, 
as he was againſt them in old time, and no more are theſe Miniſters of 
Chriſt that as theſe things , then they were which ated rhe ſame things 
by the ſame ſpirit;zand rhis is plain to all that ſhors nor their eye,and ſtops 
not their ear. 

6, Again, the falſe Prophers and deceivers, they made the peop'e erre, and 
did bite with their teeth, and cryed peace, but they that put not into their mouths, 
they prepared War againſt them, as you may read Micha 3. Now the teachers 
of this age brings forth the verie ſame 3 for they crie peace unto all that 
purs into their mouths, though people be never ſo ungodhie 3, if they will 
maintain them, they crie peace ro them , but if people put not into their 
mouths , rhey prepare war againſt them , by ſuing them at the Law, and 
caſting them into priſon if any deny to pay them tithes, or mony, though 
they. have no due to it by the Law of Chriſt; ſuch do prepare open _ 

again 
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them by diſtrainiag rheic gaods, and taklng treble dammages , and 
caſting their bodies int bonds; and herein the tcachers of this age agrees 
with the falſe Prophets of Iſrael; can any man be fo blind that doth not 
ſee ir # doth any mana ſtop their car, ſo as that they cannor hear this 
to he true ? they ſhew themſelves in all _— tobe one with the falſe Pro- 
phets of Iſrael, when juſtlie they are tryed by their own rule, as they ay, 
and (a let them bear this judgement, waich cheir own profcſled rule 
judgeth with. 

7. &gain the Prieſts, and falſe prophets of Irae!, thus ir is ſaid of them, 
that 441 troops of Robbers waits for 4 man, ſo the companie of Prieſts murders in 
the way with conſent, for they commit lewdneſs, Hoſ. 6. 9,aud what {cſs may be 
ſpoken of the teachers of this age, ſpirirual men ſhall judge; for ifany man 
do bur ceale from their abominable worſhip, their deceictull worſhip and 
Idolatrie, and comme to the knowledge of Gad,rhey even ſeek to murder in 
the-way,& cryes out againſt chem tac being deluded, and deceived, & ſuch 
like 3 to that like as rr90ps of Robbers wait for a man, ſo it may be ſaid of 
rhe teachers of this age; for they take away the key of knowledge,and will 
not enter in themſelves ro the knowledge of the cruth,ncr ſuffer them that 
would ; and indeed whatſoever abomination the Teacher: and Prophets 
of Iſrael were found guiltie of , the Teachers of this age doth nor come 
ſhort bur rather aboundClet ſearch be made throvgh the Scriptures, & ſee 
whether there was anie evil committed hy them )1 mean rhe falſe Prophets 
of Iſrael; that is not committed by the Teachers of this age; u hat ware 
they guiltie of , that theſe can free themſelves from 2 if anie man hath a 
word to ſay, let us hear it > and come out with your Argaments you wiſe 
men, and let us hear your plea and they doing the ſame works which 
the falſe prophets of Iſrael did, muſt needs be concluded to be followers 
of the ſame ſpirit, and that they are no leſs than they were whoſe exam- 
ples they follow, which are followers of the falſe Prophets, and nor of the 
Miniſters of Chriſt. 

8. Again Chriſt ina his warning, to beware"of the leaven of the Phariſces, 
who gives the deſcription what they were, and what their praFices were, 
and he fait',they, (meaning che Pharil: es) did bind heavy burdens, grievous 


to be boyn, and they laid them on mens ſhw'ders , but themſelves would Matt. 23- 


not move them with 01 e of theiv fingers , and their works they do to be ſeen of men, 
and loves the uppermoſt rooms at f2ajs, an their chiefeſt ſeats in Synagogue, and 
greetings in the Markets, and to be catled of men Maſters : Now the Teachers 
of this generation are like unto theſe, they do ſucceed the Phariſees in 
bringing forth the ſanre fruits; for do nat theſe bind heavie burdens grie- 
vous to be born, and laying them on meas ſhoulders, making them 
ſoffer grievous things through cheir cruclty, as impriſonment, and ſpoyle 
ing their goods, theſe are grievous burdens which they lay upon 
men, bur they will nor touch them wirh one of cheir fingers; & their works 
are done ro be ſeen of men, for they think to be heard for their much bah- 
ling;and we know they love the upperm-t rooms at feaſts, & hatitir often. 
Bz a: d 
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and the chief place of the Synagogue,” they love that,and have ir; audra 
be called of men maſter, which Chriſt forbids his Miniſters to be,they love 
that, and they have ic , and hercin-they do agree with the Phariices, and 

in. other things, if we ſhould dueliz examine the Scriptures, ſhewing rhar, 
_ -_ of rhe ſame ſpirir which the Phariſees were of which crucified 
Chriſt. - 
9 Again, the phariſces and deceivers were. perſecutors, ſuch as com- 
plained ro the Magiſtrates, as you may read thtoughall the new Teſ}a- 
ment and the book of the As, and elſewhere; How the. Chief Prieſts 
cauſed the Saints to be perjecuted by lying informations, and grievous complaints 
Act.24.1, to the Elders and Ralers, they ſought to take Chriſt by ſubtilty, and kill bim, 
2, 446. and they jonated the Apoſt es to priſon, . and ſome to death, and cthers to 

bonds, and cruel ſufferings. And this was done chictiy by or th:ough 
Mar, 26. the coraplaint of the Pricſts; it was Amaziah the Kings Prieſt that com- 
""PY p'ainedto Jeroboam, and informed againſt the poor Prophet Amosz and 
" . it was Sh'niſhia the Scribe that complained to the King againſt the build- 
ing.of the Citvof God, And it was the Sonne of the Fricſt that per- 


—_— T*" ſecured Jeremiah, and kerein alſo rhe teachers of this generation doth 
] xr, 20.19 28rcc and concord with the Chiet Prieſts, with, andin perſccuting the 


innocent,ſhewing that they are ofthe ſame ſpirit z for now they complain 
. and informe againſt the people of. God, and throug". their information es 
vil is done againſt chem; and it is they through their lying avd falſe ac- 
cuſarion ro the Magiſtrates by whom the Saints do ſufter , and in all theſe 

things they do fu!lte agree, and concur with the deccivers of old. 
10. Again, the falſe Apoſtles, they were ſuch as went for filthy {ucre, 
Tit-T. 11. andthrough covetouſneſs, with feigned words, _ made merchandize of fouls, an4 
2 Pet. 2. denyed the Lord that bought them, and brought in damnab.e berefies, and 
Chap. they walked ofter the fleſh, in the luſts and uncleaneſſe,, and deſpiſed go- 
vernment, and were perjumptuous and ſelf-willed, and ſpor:ed themſelves 
with their own deceiving, and they could net ceaſe ſrem fin, but beguile4 
unſtabi? fouls, and an heart they had exerciſed in covetous pradtices, and 
they went aſtray, loving the way of Balaam, loving the wages of wnrig"* 
re9u[neſſe; and they were wells without water, and were clouds that ave car- 
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ried with a Tempeſt, they ſpake great ſwelling ward; of . vanity, and allured i 

through the !uſts of . the fleſh, through much wantonneſſe, thoſe who we1e 4 

ejcaped from them, who lived in erreur, and they promiſed others liberty, anda c 

th:mſelves were the ſervants of. corruption, Now the Teachers of this age tr 

are found guilrie of, and in all rheſe things they agree, which the falle þ 

Apoſtles were guilty-of 5 for they through covetouſneſle with feigned f 

words, do make nierchandize of the people; if any wil! give them more 1 

money at the next Town,. they willſcll the people where they arezand go p 

where there is more money z . and ſecing they are our of the dottrine of b 

Cluiſt,icis no lefſe then denying the Lord that bought them. * 

li 

And that they hold damnable errors, this 1 can prove ; for * one of F 

+At Rea- ? rRcent (> 
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them aid in my hearing, T £ the Scripture was the FourQation'of 
Foundations. And * another ſaid, That the Scripture was both rhe wri- 
tiogs.and the thing ſignified ; and theſe arc as damnable errors 25 ever 
the-falfe Apoſtles brought in ; And theſe they walk afcer the 1:1 -f rhe 
fieſh, in pride and ivlacilc thereof, and deſpiſe the government ct Cirift, 
and are preſumprtiou;, ſclfe-willed, lofty, nigh ſpirited men; and e: the 
falſe Apoſtl:s did, fo do theſe ſpeak evil of thivgs they know not, of 
things thzy nnderſtzad nat; and no 1:tle can be laid of chefs, bur that 
they ſpor: themiclves with their owa decrivings, and they cannor ceaſe 
from f1u chemſclves ; -- for it is a principal dottirizs among them, That 
none muſt be free from ſta while they be upon Earth , and they deceive 
unſtable Souls, who thinks them ro be Miniſters of Chriſt, when as 
they were never ſcar of Ghrifſt, and ir is evident thac their hearts are Cx- 
erciſcd wich covetous- prattices, who ſues poor peopie at Law, ſome 

for 12. pence, Which they are more able to give to,  thea they whom 

they ſac to receive from; and they follow the error of Balazm, aud run 
after him greedilie who weat for gifts and rewards, as doth thcfe, and 
hatch unrighteous wages, cauſerh people io pay them monie, for whom 
they do not work, and this is unrightevu wages theſe are wells wicthour 
water, and clouds Wichour rain ; they make a-ſhew of godlneſle « d 

righceouſacile, when af thy ace prophane. and unrighteous : and they 
ſpeak great ſwelling words of vanitic,profeifing then;ſelves to be Ortho» 
dox Divines, and luch like, which are no more but werds-of vanitie, 
withou:r truth and they (eck to allure all people ro foll:w them in their 
wall Idol-worſhips, and > th:y arc deceived and deceiving : And 
while they promiſe liberric to others by Ciuiſt from fin when chey are 
dead, themſclves are the {-:rvanrs of corruption, and live in fin co this 
day.and in all rhings which che falſe Apoſtles were guiltie cf, thele comes 
not behind, but rh<ſz d th ſhew by their works, that they are guided by 

th: ſame ſpiri: which was in the deceivers of old, and (> they agree and 

concur one wich another in uncighercouſucile. 


Agiin, the falſe Prophers and deceivers,which were come and'icoming 
in the daies of /oha, they wee of the worid, and they ſpake of the world, 
and the world beard them : and they were them which Chriſt propheſicd 
of ſhould come into the world, which ſhould deceive many, and ſuch were 
they which the Apolile ſw coming in, 2 Tim- 3. and heſaid, after 
his dayes g'ievous Wolves ſhould come in, which ſhauld not ſpare the 
flack Juch which were departed f.om the faith, and ſpate lyes in hypocricy, ha- 
ving their con{ciences jeared with c hot iron;and ſuch were they, covetous,boaſters, 
proud, blaſphemers, unthankful, unhily, without natural affeftion, truce- 
breakers, falſe accuſers, incontinent, fierce, diſpiſers of thoſe things which 
were good , traitors, heady, high-minled, lovers of pleaſures more then 
lovers of God; They have the forme of godlin?ſe but deny the pawer 
thzreof: and pets by them were ever learning, but never able to 
come to the Kn:wledge of the Truth: Of. this fare the Apoſtle 
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faw was cowing, and wauld come more fully, and ſuch apo the Teachers 
of this age; for they are of the world, living in pride and the wickedneſs of 
it, and the world hears them. ſuch as rtheniſclves, proud and wicked __ 
ple; for they that fears Grd, and walks in his wayes, are departed from 
many of them, and they ſhew that they have no faith, bur are departed 
from it ; for faich keeps from e<vil,rom the wayes of lin and death, which 
they livein, and lies in; abundance they ſpeak, and in hypocrifiez ard 
their conſciences are ſcared, that is plain, elſe they could nor do as ma- 
ny of them doth, who cauſeth innocent people to be put in priſon, and 
makes havock of their g2ed+, who will not pay them Tithes, or maintain 
them 3 and they are the preudeſt of men, and as covetous as any, and 
unthankful and unholy they ſhew themſelves to be z aed they are falſe ac- 
« caſers and truce brezkers, for they hardly make any conſcieace of belyivg 

the my e of God in the pulpers,or tc the Magiſtrates; and they are heady , 
and high-minded, and if ſome of chem be not treacherous, judge ye, who 
hath turned diverſe wayes in their judgements, according ro the times z 
and they have a form of g>dlineſſe, but not the power z prayes and fings 
ina form, and preichethin a form and method, and people are ever lear- 
ning by them,f1xtie years, or more or leſle, and never able tro come to the 
knowledge of the truth, but dies in ignorance and blindencſle, withour 
knowledge under them : And herein do they agree alſo with the falſe 
propher and Antichriſt which John ſaw to be come in, and ſuch as the A- 


poſtle ſaw, which were then coming in z and they ſhew the very ſame ſpi- 


rit, by the ſame works, and the ſame frnics which appears from themgmen 
of underſtanding may compare them, in all theſe things they da#*See, 
and appears to be of that very ſtock and generation which the :. Itle 
propheſied of, for they were grievous wolves which ſhould not ſpare the 
Flock, which the Apoſtle ſaw ; and theſe do nor ſpare the Flock, but even 
devours them, and no leſle then grievous wolves can they be ſaid to be, for 
if a peor woman have but ten egges in all the world, __ will have one,in 
many parts of this Nation, or but ten chickins, they will have one, or bur 
a fire in their houſe, they will have a penny for the ſmoke, and ſuch like 
wolviſh deſtroying wayes 3 and if theſe be nor grievous wolves, ler ail 
the world judge. And here is their treachery made manifeſt, while they 
ſay they preach the Goſpel in love to ſouls, yet its manifeſt they preach 
for love of money, for few or none of them preaches where there is no 
money 3 and people are abſolute blinde that do not ſce them, for in all 
things they agree wich the deccivers and falſe prophets of old, and ſhews 
that thzy be of the very ſame ſpirit; and thus you ſee their own rule con» 
demns them, and becauſe they ſay the Scripture is their Rule, therefore 
1 have thought g10d to lay them to it, and meaſure them by their own 
line,and all people may ſee wherin they are quite coutrary to the Miniſters 
of Chriſt, and wherein they wholly ag-ee with the deceivers: Ler thegi 
hide themſelves from this blow if they can,and let them bring cheir argu- 
ments agiinſt this ſentence, and let all their Friend: appear for them, and 
ſec if they can reverſe this judgement which their own line hath gy 
them 
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- them by, let rhem bring in their plea and defend rhemfelves from this, if ie 
be poſsible , for in choſe things which 1 have named , and many other, it 
is watifeſt, thar they fully agree with the Deccivers, and diſagree with che 
Miniſters of Chiſt, and by their fruits they are perieftly made nia- 
nifcſt. 

Again , Chriſt ſpake in his daies, and the Apcſiles in their daics, thar 
falſe Prophets and deccivers ſhould come into the world, and after them, 
and they gave diſcriptions what ſuch they ſhould be, and what frumn they 
ſhould bring forth, as | have before mentioned 1n that 1 4h. 2. and ir is 
plain that theſe Deccivers and falſe Prophers did come in, according as was 
propheſied 3 for John ſaid , By this we know 1t is the laſt times, for now 
are they come , which was many hundred years ago « Ifay, the deceiver 
and falſe Prophets which Chriſt propheſicd of ro come, Aat. 24 cue in- 
to the world many hundred years ag, as you may read 1 Job, 2. And 
with this I ſhall conclude this particular, The teachers of this age by their 
fruits are proved already to be of that ſtock, and ſuccceders in the ſawe 
works, by the ſame ſpirit of them which Chriſt ſaid ſhould come, and 
which the Apoſile ſaw was then come, and fo they did deceive many. as 
theſe do deceive many in the ſame way as them that went befcre the n3 
And ſo let it not be a thing incredible to the people of th: {ec Nations, 
that many of theſe reachers, which are called Miniſters,are deceivers gene» 
rally, bur if rhere he any one that fears God among them, or loves truth 
and ſincerity, it will be wade manifcft, ard ſuch | ſpare, and they ſhall be 
ſpared in the day of the Lord; But ir | ſay, generally, and the main part of 
Saatoon they that bring forrh chefe fruits before mentioned, which the 
falſe Prophets brought forrh, are not the Miniſters of Chriſt} ut deceivers, 
the Scripture, their own profeſicd Rule, doth prove them ſo; for it muſt 
needs be thar they muſt be the fame meu that they were, whole ſpirit they 
walk by, and whoſe fruics they bring for1hy, and this cannot be avoided, 
they are the ſame trees that bring forth the ſame fruits; and let no man 
blame me for ſaying ſuch are deceivers, that preacheth for hire , and di- 
vines for mony , and gnes for gifts and reward:; and that are called of 
men Maſter, and have the chief place ia the aſlemblies, and are coveruus, 
and high-minded , and ſeeks for their gain from their quarrer, with thoſe 
things which I have mentioned, which are the ſame things which the falſe 
Prophets afted in ages paſt 3 I fay 1am nor now to be blamed for ſaying 
thele are deceivers, who are atting ſuch things now in this age, as they 
 aGted then that. were deceivers; but if you blame any, begin with Zaiab, 
and Micah , and Ezekiel, and Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and the reſt of the 
holy men of God, for they are my examples in this, who did declare a- 
gainſt them that brought forth ſuch works, as theſe do that I have declared 
y- : and I have done the teachers of this age no wron': for judging 
them by their own line, and laying them to their own profeſſed rules 
therefore do not rage at me, nor do not be offended ar thisz for | have bur 
compared them with the Miniſters cf Chriſt, and with the Minifters of 


Antichriſt , and ſhewed wherein they do agree to the one, and diſagree = 
the 
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. the other ; and all people may ſee , 2nd the light iy alt conelenees may 
judge of what I have faid, fo that as | faid at thefift, | may again ay ; 
what think you 2 was there ever ſuch a generation of teachers ? | now 20 
. wer, yea; there was in the days of the true Prophers z and.in the da; 55 
the Apoſtles there were ſuch as theſe are, which were deceivers; and wn 
the rimes of Chriſt, there'were ([uch a generation as theſe are, who a. 
ed the /ame things by the ſame ſpirir, as theſe do art this day ; ler them 76. 
ply to this that will z my queſtion 15 ſober, and my anſwer is juſt andr'g'/;; 
. and Il have dealt faithtully 3 and you may read che Scriprures thar I hws 
quored for your own fatisfaction 3 for though they fallly fay, the Scrip. 
ture is their rule, and accuſcth us falfly that we deny the, Scripcure, yer 
. the Scripture ſhall be judge berween us in this matrer z, and what I .have 
done is not in envie to any mans peiſon, neicher in upbraiding then; 
in their wickedneſs, bur I doit rather to thew them all their Iniquitieg 
that they may repent, and this I have done in perfect love to all people, 
for the day is come that hath brought hidden things to light, and decei; 
and hypocrifie which hath layen hid, is now fully made manifeſt as ar 
Noon day. : | 
Bur again ſecondly I anſwer, in ſome reſpes | do believe there were 
never ſuch a generation of reachers as theſe are, for we do nor read in a!! 
the Scriptures concerning the falſe Prophets, that they were ſo extrean;!y 
covetous and greedy of gain as theſe are, or thatever they took ſuch 
deſperate, wicked, unlaw{ull courſes to ger their maintenance, and com» 
pcl people to pay them, as theſe teachers do, a very ſhame to rehearſe ir, 
and to their ſhame I do rehearſe ir, many a poor man in this Nation 
bach been ſued by themat the Law, and pur in priſon by their meanes, 
and had their goods ſpoyled in a woful manner, tor to maintain them, 
and to uphold them z, yea ſome hundreds of poor people in this Nation, 
hath been dealr cruelly by, and unjuſtly with, becauſe for conſcience 
ſake they have denyed to maintain them,to pay them tythes, or ſuch like; 
this may be proved, thar for five ſhillings unjuſtly claimed by them, they 
have taken goods by Diſtraint to the vallue of five times ſo much, as Cum- 
berland and Weſtmorland can witnefſe, and many at this very day lies in 
h-les and priſons by the means of the Prieſts, who teareth the people as 
Wolves doth the ſheep; it is even wofull ro be confidered, what havock 
is made of ſome mens perſons, and ſyme mens goods, and all to 
maintain the Teachers; the like never was In any generation , as. is 
brought forth in this generation in this particularz and again their exceed- 
ing covetouſneſle and greedineſſe of lucre doth appear in that they claim 
Wages of people,and do compel people to pay them wages after this man- 
ner as I have ſaid, for which people they do no work, neither do theſe 
people receive any work done by them with whom they thus deal 3 whar 
thing can be more unjuſt under Heaven, that they ſhould compelhpeople 
by a Law to pay them, and thus puniſhes them if they will nor, wao 
ſet them not on work, and for whom rhey do no work ; neither dorh the 


people like their work or love it,but knowes it to be deceirfull, 8& yer are 
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compelled by a Law to pay them ; they have ſuch a way to get monie, 
that no tradſ-man beſides themſelves, hike ir, for they cauſe people, and 
compel people to buy their wares, and they compel people to pay 
for ele tcommoditie, which hath none of ir,nor loves itz and this is more 
unjuft rhen may be ſpoken, are they like Miniſters of Chriſt ? Or do they 
follow their example in theſe praftices £ What do you judge * All people 
bring in your verdi& : or are they not like deceivers herein even exceed - 
ingall that ever wenr beforezir is true they which preach theG-ſpel, ſhould 
live on the Goſpel; this argument we do own © but let theſe men be rricd, 
and ſee if by rheir preaching their Goſpel they have gained ſo much love 
in people as to maintain them withour the Law, and without compelling 
of maintenanceand livelie-hood from them by a Law; ler but the Law 
ecaſe to compel Tithes, and other chings, from people to maintain ther, 
and ſee whether their Goſpel will mainrain them or nor; ler bur the Ma- 
giſtrates hold their hands from cauſing people to pay chem riches by 
rheir orders and writs, and Uie undertake, as I do believe they muſt cicher 
beg, or work, or a worſe thing for a lively-hood, cr elſe periſh, (© licrle 
love is. there in their own people rowards them, fo little love have they 
gained in the hearts of many peop'e toward them,theſe many year's ch-r they 
have preached ; and herein again 1 do believe that they do exceed all che 
falſe Prophers : and all the deceivers that ever went betore them in this re- 
ſpe&, none ever had the Magiſtrates to a& for thcm as theie have, and as 
it appcars,the Rulers ſome of them are at the wils of che reachers,to do for 
them what they deſire, either to take peoples goods, or ro ſend them 
to priſon ; ſhewing that theſe Teachers have nor a ſpiritual weapon ro de - 
fead themſelves but that the Magiſtrates with their Law are their chiefeſt 
Armour, for if they can but get favour of a Magiſtrate, they have all ow- 
ance to Preach at ſuch a place, and if chey can ger the favour of 'the Magi- 
ſtrate they can do wel enough ro be maintained,by cauſing ſuch to be ſent 
ro priſon, or raxing treble damages upon their goods if they will nor help 
to maintain them : and if they have the favour of the Magiſtrate, if any do 
reprove them for theſe things, and for other of their wickedneſle, and if 
any do but tell them of it, they can have ſuch fent to priſon, asin revenge, 
for ſpeaking and reproveing them for their wickedneſſe, hath 
ſome hundreds of innocent people ſuffered cruell impriſonments, 
and other cruel things in theſe Nations, fo that iniquitie is upheld as 
it were by force and power : fo thatir is not their Goſpel that main- 
taines them and gers chem favour with the people, nor doth it defend 
them, bur iris the command and warrant of the Magiſtrate which doth 
all this: -ſo when the Magiſtrates ceaſerh ro approve them, to maia- 
rain them, and defend chem, rhey muſt utterly fall into miſery, and can 
neither be aproved,maintained or defended any other way : for becauſe of 
this cheir wickedneſs,God hath lefr them,&all honeſt true hearted people 
hath left them : therefore what a condition are the teachers in, who de- 
ſerves not the love of men'becauſe they are ſocruel hearted rowards them, 


they 
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they deſerve not the love of God, becaule they are ſo wicked againſt him; 
and [ might yet more fully deſcribe and declare, wherein they do exceed 
the deceiyers and falſe Prophets of old ; but of chis according as the Lord 
moves and leadeth : and this may ſuffice ro ſhew what they are by their 
works,and by the ſpirit that leads them; which appears not tobe the ſpiric 
of God, but the ſpirit of Antichrift. 

Furchermore and beſides all this rhar I have ſaid,herein they do exceed 


+ One- mil- the deceivers that are gon beforez for upon account the ſum of their 
lion (x five maintenance yearly in theſe Nations being reckoned may be abourffifteen 


hundred 


hyndred thouſand pounds a yeare : Oh wonderful / is not this almoſt in- 


thouſand credible, that the teachers ſhould pur the nation to ſuch a charge as this, 


pounds * fer 
annnm, 
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and ver prople receives nothing anſwerable ro- it ? but all this mcney is 
ipent ſor that which is nor bread, and rheir labour waſted, and they have 
no profit thereby : this money might be made betrer uſe of, then-ro give ir 
for deceiving the people : and if any doubr of - this account, and ſhall 
think this is not like to be true, upon an even reckoning it may be proved 
and made appear coafidering how many pariſhes there. is, . and reckon 
what belongs to every Pricſts, pariſh with what is given: co the Prieſts in 
trend, which is abundance : theſe things are a ſhame to the Miniſtrie of 
Chriſt, though the impudent teachers of theſe Nations are void .vf ſhame 
hcrein. 
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A Reply 2 the Prieſts Plea, and an Anſwer to their ObjeCi« 


OHs5, 


WW Hereas many of the Prieſts of England,to hide themſelves from the 
charge of being hirclings, they alleadg theſe ſcriptures, The /a- 
boror is worthy of bis hire, and the workman is worthy of his meat : but theſe 
Scriptures will net ſerve to cover their ſhame in what is charged againſt 
chem : for this hire which Chriſt allowes to the labourers, is but toremain 
78 the ſame houſe in which they enter, eating and drinking ſuch things as they 
give them; with ſuch who were worthy they were to remain, and to eate that 
which was ſet before them * and they laboured truly, and traveled up and 
down, and were truly worthy of meat for their work ,and-ofchis hire for 
their labor 3 bur this makes nothing ſor rhe lawfulneſs of ſo many pounds 
a year ata certain place: this iS more then eating at a houſe which 1s wor- 
thy, to bargain with popes for ſo much a year, and compelling people{ 
to pay by a Law, that do{denie z Chriſt never inſtitrred ſuch a practice, 
neither can it be truly ſaid that theſe called Miniſters do labour as the Mi- 
niſters of Chriſt did ; and ſo this ſcripture is but wreſted by them, when 
they bring it for proof of their praftice for their hundred pounds a year, 
compelling ſome of ir from the people, doth excced cating and drinking 
: 540 
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to ſuffice nature, with ſuch who are worthy ; ſo this Scriptnre makes nor 
for their ,turne, nor dothir juſtifie theic practices. 

Again, they obje& againſt and charge the words of Paul, who ſaid, 
He that preacheth the Goſpel ſball live on the Goſpel, and that it was a ſmall mar- 
ter to reap carnal things from them unto whom they ſowed ſpirituall things ; but 
this Scripture makes nor for them z for as I have faid, i's not the preach- 
inp of the Goſpel that maintaines them 3 bur the Magiſtrates with their 
Law that compels maintenance from the people, and this is nor to live on 
the Goſpel : for we allow as Paul did, that they. which preach the Gefpel 
ſhould live on the Goſpel ; therefore let the Magiſtrates ceaſc with their 
power to cauſe le to pay them, and let all the world ſee if their Gof- 
pel will mainraine them z, and let them reap their carnal things from them 
where they ſow ſpiritual; but they muſt reap as a free gift roo,and not by 
compulſion, for ſo the Apoſile ſignifies it is a ſmall martrer for ary to reap 
carnal things where they ſow ſpirituall things, yer what is this ro prove the 
lawfulneſle of bargaining with peqple for ſo much by rhe year, as theſe 
reachers of England do many ofthem,and wil not preach except they have 
ſo much promiſed rhemjbefore ; for it is right to reap after (owing, bur it is 
a trangreſfion to bargain to reap before they ſow : and rhele ſcriprures will 
not hide them nor defend them in their prattice; for if rhe Magiſtrates did 
not compel from people maintenance by a Law, the Prieſts of chis age 
would reap bur little from any thing that they ſow3for there's lictle love in 
the hearts of people towards them. Alfo they objet, He that plants a 
Vineyard, may eat of the fruit thereof ; and he that keeps a fleck, may eat of the 
milk of the flock: this Paul ſaid thovgh he would not make uſe of his power 
herein, t wrought with his hands, that the Goſpel might nor be 
chargeablez but what vineyards have the reachers of England planted ? 
or what tlocks do they keep? their vinevards proves not render grapes, but 
wild ſowr grapes; wild vines, and got vines to bring forch acceptable 
ſruits; and their flocks praves not flocks of ſheep 3 bue wild rude peo- 
ple who are in the nature of wolves, and Lyons; and if the Magiſtrates 
Law were not, their vineyard nor the flock would hardly yeeld chem any 
maintenance z the Apoſtles planted firſt a vineyard, and gathered the 
ſheep, before they reaped or cat any of rhe ſruirs, but the reachers of Eng- 
land differ from them in this, for rhey know what they nuſt have before 
they plant, or before they feed their flock, and differs from the Apoſiles 
practice who firſt planted a vineyard, and gathered a flock before they 
could receive any crop z and they would not then uſe their power, bur kepr 
the Goſpel of Chriſt without chargez ſo that this ſcripture will not prove 
the Prieſts ations lawful, in preaching for ſunis of monie ? and fomeos» 
ther Scriptures they bring to prove the law fulveſle of xheir preaching for 
hire, which may all be anſwered as theſe are, and whatſoever they can 
obje& will not juſtific them for their reaping carnal thing*, and their hire; 
and their eating of the milk of the flock, is quire of another nature, as is 
proved, then the Apoſtles praices werez and were the people wiſe they 
would fce aud underſtaud theſe things, and not be deluGed through per+ 
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verting of Scriptures, and throogh wreſting of thiem, to other ends then 
wherefore they were given forth; and this is wrirten to anſwer ſome of 
their objeions, whereby they would defend themſelves; for what though 
Paul took of other Churches to ſ upplic his neceſſities,: as ſometimes he did, yer this 
wil not prove the lawfulnefs of their hundreds ofpounds by the year, moſt 
of which they ſpend in pride and-idlenefſle 3 ſotharſtill this Judgement is 
true upon them which L have given;- all objeRions being anſwered, and 
all defences being made void z and hereof theyare guilty as I have charged 
them, and proved ir out of the Scripture : They diſagree ts 1he Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and agrees, with the deceiver s, and in ſome particulars exceeds them; for 1 
belicve all the falſe prophets in {/ra&f did) not deſtroy any whit near a 
Million and a halfc of money in a yer, conſidering all things ir awſt come 
to lictle leſſe, their funeral ſermons, their great Tythes;;and ſmall tithes, 
and marriages, and iprinkling of Infants, and- Charching of women, with 
other ſuch'penuries claimed by the Prieſts of England, with what is given 
ro them our of rhe Nations treaſure, which is many- hundred pounds a 
yeare 3 alfo conſidering how mich in a year is ſpent and -canſumed at two 
or three Co)ledges in this Nation, in relation to the Miniſtrie'; asin bring- 
vg ſome up to the attainment of the Miniſtiie [« as wy call ir) and upon 
the educarors of ſuch, with a very great-abundance of- ſuch like charges, 
conſumed our of the Nations treaſure, which is'waſted, as in relation to 
this Miniſtrie ſpoken of * I do not ſpeak againſt good education and fear - 
ningy which is in its place a vertue, ( as fot travelers and-many others) 
neither do I account ſuch monie vaialy waſted and ſpent; Bat onely as to 
the Miniſtry of Chriſt, natural learning is not there admitted/re take Mis 
niſters, or co enable them therunto 3 but that monie which is- thereupon 
ſpent, i5 waſted and conſumed z and how much is ſpent in this way, and 
for ſuch aa end onelie, I leave wiſe men to judge, which will makeup a 
large ſum in the whole ; conſidering all chings I fay, their yearly main- 
renance may amount to fifteen hundred rhovſand pounds a year, whichis 
2 thouſand thouſands, and halfe a thouſand thouſand pounds: Men of 
weak underſtandings can hardly reacky to know how much it is, and that 
makes we thus plainely expound it. 


A deſcription of the true miniſters of Chriſt, and its maintenance. 


T*: day hath appeared that makes all things manifeſt, and the light is 
ariſen, thar giyes to diſcern between truth and erroc;between the true 
and every falſe way, and berween the worſhip of God, which js ſpiri- 
tual and every fa!ſ worſhip of the world, which is Idoltrie 3 and rhe true 
Miniſtrie of Chriſt is known from the falſe Miniſtrie, by their ſeveral fruits 
and ſignes,for hidden things are broughe to light, and f(cc-ert things are re- 
vealed : but now the people of the world, both the wiſe and the fociiſh 
thus, 
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thus they objef, and ſay, Stemng that you do ſo much condemn our: Miniſtrie 
and Miniſters in their call, in their prafices, in their converſation, and ia their 
maintenance 3 what miniſtrie do you own? and what Miniſters do you allow 
of? and whether would you have any Miniſtrie at all, ſeeing you throw down and 
declares againſt ſuch as the Law of the Land ſets up, and ſuch as we have looked 
ypon to be able Miniſters ? and after this manner are the people of this generation 
begun to reaſon among themſelves, ſaying, what would the people do if they had 


? what Miniſters would they approve of ? and what maintenace would 


they allow them? 

Toall this I do aniwer and ſay,The true Miniſters and Miniſtry of Chriſt 
we do allow of, and we would have ſet up and eſtabliſhed, and we wait pa- 
ticutly till it be brought co paſle, even ſuch as are ordained by power from 
en high, and who have received the gift of the Holy Ghoſt ; who are called 
of God into the work of the Miniſtrie, ſuch we do approve of to be Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt, in whom he 1s revealed, and who have received him, and are 
changed by him from death to life,and our of darkneſl> into the kingdom 
of the Son of God, awd who are borne of the ſpirit, and are led and guided by it 
into aff truth, and are called by it to follow the Lamb whetberſoever he geeth, 
& who are taught by it in all their praices ofReligiongand in the whole 
worſhip of God, ſuch we own as have felt the operation of the fpirit 
in themſelves, and who have taſted, handl:d, ſeen, and felt of che word of 
life, which abides fortever,and ſuch who goeth in the name of rhe Lord, to 
Miniſter and declare freely what they have freely reccived of God by his 
Spirit, and who preacheth Chriſt freelie, as the onely way and meanes of 
life and ſalvacion unro all people, even ſuch as min.ſtreth him the way, the 
truth, and the /i/e, the onely juſtifier and ſanRifier, and deliverer of them 
that bekeve, and the condemner of them that bclieve nor, and ſuch as Mi- 
niſtereth Chriſt, onely the teacher and leader of his people, and nothing 
elſe befides him ; and ſuch we allow , as onely ſecketh and labovreth in the 
wiſdome of God to bringſpeople our of the waies of fin and death, unto 
the know ledge*of Go0d,and to the things that belong unto their peace,ſuch 
who have no reſpe& to large places, or great benefirs, ro ſeek after thar, 
who will not have hire for preaching, nor be hired by great ſumes of 
monie from one Country to another, ſuch as makes thz Goſpel of Chriſt 


fiee, and without charge, who will not be burthenſome to any, bur walks in all 


wiſdom, as examplcs of righteouſneſle to all people 3 whoſe converſations 
ar? in heaven, and holdeth forth in life aud praice, vnto a'l men, what 
they profeſle in words, and by doQtine and converſation holding forth the 
light of the glorious Goſpel, which they have received from God, being pat- 
terns of all holincſle, of peace and long ſuffering, of meekneſle and patio 
ence unro their flocks; even ſuch who walks in Chiiſt, and ſhewes forth 
good works, and the fruits of bis ſpirir,cauſing his light 10 ſhine forth among 
men, in humilirie, and ſoberneſſe, and in all the fruits of peace, and truth, 
and ſuch are approved of God, -and of the ſaints, even they that preach 
Chriſt freely to all people, and holds forth the light of che world, which 
lighteth every one in the world, the free gifc of God to all mankiad, that all 
may belje v2 and come to the knowledge of the truth, and be ſaved; and f _— 
niſter* 
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niſters reſpe&s not the perſons of any J for advantage, neither refpes 
dayes, nor places, nor things, but worſhips God in ſpirit and in truth, and 
reacheth thar worſhip uato all people, and they gather people into the 
new covenant, where Chriſt is the high Prieſt, and our bodies the Temples of 
God, and the circumciſion in the heart, and in the ſpirit, for ſuch are Miniſters 
of the ſpirit and not of the Letter, and they divide the word of God aright ; 
chey fecd the hungrie,& the rich are ſent emptie awayzthey crie not peace 
ro the wicked, either doth juſtifie che unconverted; neither doe they con- 
dem: the righreous, nor ſuch asare of an upright hearr 3 but Chriſt they 
preach, to juſtifie all that d1 believe, and are obedient to him, and ro condemns 
all that believe not, but are diſobedient ; and ſuch miniſters hath che word of 
reconciliation,and their Miniſtric is made effeRual,to accompliſh che work 
of God ; finners are converted and brought to God thereby, and to be 
taught of him alone, and the Saints rhrougſr taat Miniſtrie, may obtain 
19 the Holy Ghoſt , and to need no man +1 teach them, but as the annointing within 
rexcherh them, which they receive through che Miniſtrie, whole labour is, 
and rhe endof ir, topre/ent every man perfet in Chriſt, and this Miniſtrie, 
and ſuch Miniſters we approve of, and they are approved of Chrift , and 
we would have them eſtabliſhed, and who are ſuch will nor take care foc 
an ourward maintenince, neirher what to cat, or what to pur on $3 neither 
will they petition to Magiftrares for cithes & augmentations, but are with- 
out care; as for a livelihood in chis world, they will not remove from one 
Towne to a10ther, fer a better Parſonage or place; for ſuch as do fo, are 
not the lawful called Miniſters of Chriſt,but have run,and were never ſent; 
for Chriſts Miniſters takes no thought for any ourward maintenance, buc 
approveth rhemſclves in patience in all cond tions, and ſomerimes are 
in want, and cold, and hunger, and nakedneſſe, and in perſecutions, and tryals, 
and afflitions, and ſuffereth all rhings for the Name of Chriſt, and yer we 
do believe and know, that ſuch have power t2 eat and to drink, and may receive 
carnal things where they ſow ſpiritual things, bur as a free gift,and not by com - 
palfion or force z we do allow that the Miniſters of Chriſt may ect of the mi/k 
of the flock, which they keep and feed, and they may eat of the fruit of the vine- 
yard which thcy have plznted, and which they labour in, ard they may ſup- 
ply their neceſſities from them whom they have begotten in the faith, and 
whom they labour among in life and do&rine, who are ſheep of the fold, 
and plants of the vineyard of Chrift Jeſus; bur 1 ſay as a free gift may 
they receive the fruits of their labours, and not as a debr, or any title 
claimed rhereto by the Law of the Nation ; neither may chey receive it by 
force or compulſion ; but who are the truely called Miniſters of Chriſt are 
ſo far from rhis, or forcing maintenance from any, that they will nor make 
uſe of thei) poxeer, in taking what may be freely given them, for they will 
not make the Goſpel burrhenſome by any meanes, and this is the mainte- 
nance we do allow the Miniſters of Chriſt ; they may eat Jjucb things as ar? 
ſer before them in any houſe which they enter into, which is worthy 3 and they 
ma? ſuppliec their neceſfiries in food and raiment, as a free gifr from them 
wh : A . , _ . - o Oo -d 
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whom theMiniſters are made ſtewards,t0 watch over them and 10 exhort them, 
to inſtru them, and to edifie them ; bur not from the world who continues 
in unbelicfe and diſobedience to the Goſpel , may they receive any out- 
ward maintenance by compulſion, or by a free gift, neirher may rhey 
receive great ſums of monie by the year, or tithes, or other offerings 
tomaintain themſelves and their families in pride and idlenefle, and 
loſt and exceſle, and ſuperfluiry in meats and apparrelzſuch a maintenance 
is by free gift , much leſle by force that is not allowed by Chriſt and his 
Saiatt,but is the maintenance of Antichriſtian teachers, which never 
were (cat of Chriſt, & ſuch cannot be content with his allewance and 
wages, bu: lives in pride and pleaſures of this world, and in vanity; 
and maintained they fay they muſt be, and if they be ſo, they 
care not from Whenceit come, nor by what meanes; and that i 
the reaſon wheretore fo ſmany hundreds of honeſt people are (o 
ſpoiled” in their perſons and cftares, the bodies of ſome being 'caſt in- 
to priſon, and many others having their goods raken from rhem by force 
and diſtraiutz andall this is ro maintain Antichriſts Miniſters, who nei - 
ther cares how they have ir, nor from whom, or to what evil uſe they im» 

ve it 3 and this plainlic'appeares in this Nation, by many evidences, but 


the Miniſtcrs of Chriſt, doth denie ſuch a main:enance, and ſuch pra- 


ices, and are come to that life which judgeth all cheſe things. 

And as concerning compelling of maintenance, and forcing of it from 
people, this is utterly againſt che Law of Chriſt, and condemned by him, 
and denied by the Saints;z for it is unreaſonable and no <quality in it, 
that people ſhould be compelled ro maintain a Miniſtrie,eſpecialie ſuch a 
one as they know 15 notthe Miniftrie of Chriſt, neither is profitable to 
them, and which they receive no fruits from, for the Miniſters of Chriſt 
doth not defire maintenance frem the people of the world, neither can re- 
ceive any from them, neither in juſtice and equity ſhould the Miniſters of 
the world receive or compel maintenance from the Saints by force and cru- 
elty : bur this we would, and this is reaſon and equitie, let all miniſters 
be maintainned by ſach as approves them, and hears them, and partakes 
of their labours, and ſo the Saints will maintain their Miniſters, and the 
world may maintain theirs, and everie ſort of pecple may maintain ſuch 
Miniſters as labours for them, and none to be | ne to maintain ſuch as 
they do not approve of, nor none hindred from maintaining of ſuch, as 
they doe approve of, be they true, or falſe Miniſters; and this is reaſon 
and a good conſcience, that everie man be left free in ſuch caſes, to 
maintaine whom he will, and to give as he will, and what he wil |, and this is 
reaſon and equitie, that no man be compe led to give, or hindred from 
giving to whom he pleaſeth, and whar he pleaſeth, and ſo let people 
make choice of rheir Minjſters, whom they will approve and whom they 
will hear,and of whoſe labours they will receive,and then let them main, 
tain them, and ifany be compelled, let them be compelled to pay their 
own ſervants who miniſters to them and not anothers, ſor whom they 


do no worke 3 and this is juſt and right both for Miniſters, and people, 
thar 
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#5  rhatevety Miniſter bepaid by themzr> whom he doth niinifter, and who 

> _ — peezives him: —_ , and for whomp he doth” work 3:and this great 
af .*.  -muſticeand oppreſſionin England will ccafe'r, if rhis Law of equity and 

if ra teouſneſle were eſtabliſhed, and all pe6ple :Icft-free rochear, and ap- 
TE 'of who rhey will, and then to pay them, & maintain themzand this 
» ” * would crie tht Miniſters, and who converted the moſt ro God,and gained 
+ *"rficloveof moſt cople, and if.chey. wrought: well: they -may receive « 
A decoding ly, by.rhe free gift of the people:;;and che Miniſters that are 

fot content avinhiehis-Law, arc out of pure reaſon arid equitic, -and ſhew- 

78 edschar:chey dare not:truſt the Lord, ner the fruits ofthehy labdurs,bur would 
; be maintained inidlencle by unlawful means,by compelling maintenance 
5 from thera to whom _— no work;.and ſuch :ſhews great coveronſneſle, 
who defires more-then the milk of their own flock, and the Fruits of their own 
ey ws bur in/equitie and juſticelet every "Miniſter be maintained by 
he fruics of his 9wn labour, from che people for whom he doth labour,and 
this will content: moſtparc of the people;and till rhisbe eſtabliſhed m the 
earch\/rfach juſtice/and judgement will: be wanting in rhisparticular 3 and 
this is according to trath,.and to a righreous Law-3 and by*this all people 
miay. underſtand what Miniſters and Miniſtrie we-do allowand approve of, 
and/how Miniſters ought ro be naiarained;; and if any-goe for tl toa place 
and country,and among jthe people that are 'not converted, 'ithen the 
Chureh ought ro rakecare to. mainrain ſuch in their work, tiff they may 
reap of their own labour, and eate of the- fruit of! their own Vineyard,bur 
eH this ought to be wi#hout compelling or forceing by the Miniſter ; for every 
Miniſter of:Chriſt dork chieflic rake care of the work unto which he is cal - 
Jed; and/iswithour'care for outwatd maintenance. ' 


(22) 
rhat every Miniſter be =m by them,r> whom he doth miniſter, and wh, 
receives im as 2 Miniſter , and for whorw he doth 'work 3 and this great 
injuſtice and oppreſſion ia England will ccafe ; if rhis Law of equiry and 
tighteouſneſſe were eſtabliſhed, and all people left free to hear, and ap» 
prove of whom they will, and then to pay them,& maintain themzand thi: 
would crie the Miniſters, and who converted the moſt to God,and gained 


» *rhe love of moſt people, and if they wrought well they may receive - 


maintemunce accordingly, by the free gift of the people ;, and che Miniſters thar are 
not content withithis Law, are out of pure reaſon and equitic, and ſhew- 
eth-chat they dare not t:uſt che Lord,nor the fruits of their [ab0urs, bur would 
be maintained in idleneſle by unlawful means,by compelling maintenance 
front them to whom they do no work; and ſuch ſhews great covetouſneile, 
who defires more then the milk of their own flock, and the fruits of their own 
vineyard ; bur in equitie and juſtice let every Miniſter be maintained by 
the fruirs of his own labour, from che people for whom he doth labour, and 
this will content moſt part of the people;and till this be eſtabliſhed m the 
earch, truth juſtice and judgement will be wanting in rhis particular ; and 
this is according to truth, and to a righteous Law ; and by this all people 

may underſtand what Miniſters and Miniſtrie we do allow and approve of, 
and how Miniſters ought to be maintained ; and if any goe forth toa place 
and country,and among jrhe people that are not converted, then the 
Chureh ought to cake care to maintain ſuch in their work, till they may 
reap of their own labour, and eate of the fruit of their own Vineyard, but 
all this ought to be without compelling or forceing by the Miniſter ;, for every 
Miniſter ot Chriſt doth chiectlie take care of the work unto which he is cal - 
led;zand is withour care for outward maintenance. 


THEE ND 


